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WE ASKED:  
In your own words, what 

do you think the key 
purpose or aim of the 

network is? 

Sharing 

Connecting 

Creating opportunities  
Information 

Understanding 

‘’To connect as many people as 
possible involved in inclusive 
dance. To come together 
and make opportunities and 
discuss different areas of 
inclusive dance. ‘’ 

‘’It is so that you can stay 
connected with what’s 
going on in the dance 
community and it works 
very well. For promoting 
new opportunities etc... 
‘’ 

‘’To support the devel-
opment of inclusive 
dance across the 
North East of Eng-
land.’’ 



WE ASKED: 
How relevant is this purpose to 

you and your organisation? 

Very relevant 

Supports members work 

Aligns with members individual aims  

‘’It is very important for our 
organisation to be part 
of these discussions and 
gain further understand-
ing on how to improve 
our practice and provide 
‘dance for all’ ‘’ 

‘’Very relevant, having just gone 
through a period of growth, the 
network played an important 
role in our thinking and inter 
organisational planning.’’  

‘’I get a lot from the 
monthly emails. It is 
nice to stay in contact 
with people in the 
same field.’’  



WE ASKED: 
How could the network adapt 

its purpose to connect 
better with you or your    
organisation?  

Meetings could be more 

geographically spread  

Ensure to celebrate individual stories more along-
side big organisations news and achievements  

Focussed sub committees could 

be helpful  

‘’Give a long lead in time for 
events, holding events in 
central locations - travel 
can be a real hassle, 
sharing case studies of 
successes…’’  

The network could include 

more art forms/young people/

physical disabilities  

‘’We could do more training 
and shared practice      
sessions together (always 
time dependant) but we 
did talk regarding visiting 
each other’s organisations 
which I think would be 
really interesting.’’ 



WE ASKED: 
How well do you feel you 

understand what the   
network actually offers in 
terms of activity, support, 
advice and connectivity? 

‘’It keeps changing..........that's 
a good thing.’’  

‘’Very well, lots of 
communication!’’ 

The general consensus is 
that most respondents 
understand the network 
well, but feel more  
support could be  
available.  

‘’In terms of activity and 
connectivity very 
well. In terms of 
support and advice 
not so much.’’  

‘’I understand the network 
well. Sometimes it feels 
like the network isn't 
100% clear about what 
its role is.’’  



WE ASKED:  
What do you value most 

about the network?   

Sharing stories 

Connectivity 

Finding new opportunities 

that wouldn’t have existed 

without the network  

Hearing about  

others successes 

‘’The opportunity to 
share ideas in an 
open and honest 
environment.’’ 

‘’The developments that have been 
made over recent years in relation 
to increased number of platform/
sharing opportunities and oppor-
tunities for independent artists’’  

‘’The opportunity to come 
together, to share 
opinions, opportunities 
and learning.’’  



WE ASKED: 
Are there any gaps in what 

the network offers you, 
feel the network could / 

should address?  

More meetings based 

north of Newcastle  

Provide training 

Fundraising support/

advice  

‘’Closer engagement 
with venues’’  

‘’A training day with breadth and a national con-
text celebrating All modes of inclusion - at 
the moment there is a particular celebration 
of groups for people with learning difficul-
ties in groups together’’  

Many responded with 
‘no’ ‘not sure’     
‘n/a’ 



WE ASKED:  
Should we engage more 

broadly across the UK? If 
you feel we should, please 
share why and with who?  

It’s good to have an awareness of nation activity 
and shout about the NEIDN achievements more 
to those outside of the region  

Feedback suggested some are positive 

about expanding the networks reach but 

others are cautious of diluting the network 

if it becomes to nationally focused.  

‘’A network can get out of hand 
if it gets too large and can 
become irrelevant to 
those involved although it 
would be good to engage 
more broadly in terms of 
national debate and oppor-
tunities.’’ 

‘’I feel that through members of the 
network we have connections fur-
ther afield and that it works well to 
have a North East focus but with 
wider knowledge of national pro-
files.’’  

‘’When appropriate, shar-
ing what’s happening 
in the region whether 
that be from a think-
ing point of view or an 
activity point of view. 
This shows the region 
in a positive light and 
gives it strength.’’  



WE ASKED: 
The majority of the network’s current 

members engage people with learn-
ing disabilities and/or autism -
  would you like to see us engage 
more broadly and if so with who? 

‘’Physical disabilities. I don't fit criteria 

for either of these (LD/autism) but I 
have a physical disability.’’  ‘’I think it would be good to 

have a further understanding 
of different disabilities too 
i.e. visual/hearing impaired/
wheelchair users.’’  

The general consensus is that 
some believe the focus 
should remain as LD/autism, 
but many think the NEIDN 
should also include those 
with physical disabilities.  

‘’Disability is very broad and it's 
hard to cover with one 
brush stroke.’’  

‘’I feel learning disability and/or autism is 
quite specific in terms of need and        
requirements and are 
very underrepresented in the mainstream 
and even within wider disability arts. The 
challenges faced are quite different.  If it 
were to broaden the network would have 
to be very careful not to let wider disabil-
ity arts dominate.’’ 



WE ASKED:  
How often do you engage with 

our communications? 
Which method of communi-
cation works best for you?  

Facebook 
Email/Newsletters 

Website 

Meetings 

Twitter 

‘’I would like to do more 
face to face but I don't 
often get to the 
meetings. I work best 
with email and enjoy 
communicating in this 
way.’’  

‘’Face to face meetings work 
best for me. Social Media 
good and emails. Anything 
that comes to my attention 
as I don’t have time to go 
searching.’’ 

‘’Usually on social media’’  

‘’At the moment I catch 
up via emails and 
newsletters. Face to 
face meetings would 
be ideal and actually 
incredibly helpful. ’’  



WE ASKED: 
Any other comments or ideas 

for future development of 
the network? 

‘’I value the network and 
feel since its develop-
ment there has been a 
wider profile of work 
across the NE.’’ 

‘’I really love the NEIDN goals 
which allows me to be clear 
where my goals are heading 
in the future for SEN dance...’’  

‘’We're in an exciting time, but 
it would be a shame to lose 
what's been built up over 
the last few years, but agree 
that the network needs re-
thinking.’’  

‘’In my opinion it works real-
ly well. Being able to 
communicate in all 
different media’s works 
really well. ‘’ 

‘’Use the members more - it’s 
their network and will help to 
build it if given specific tasks 
that are easily completed’’  

‘’...shared practice 
sessions…’’ 
‘’...experience 
different teaching 
and learning…’’ 
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